
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
May 12, 2020 
 
The Honorable Tom Wolf 
225 Main Capitol Building 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17120 
 
Dear Governor Wolf: 
 
As duly elected State and County officials, we take the safety of our constituents very seriously.   
However, reviewing the analytics and the initial conditions laid out by your administration for the 
COVID-19 pandemic, Juniata County has met the requirements of your Stay-at-Home Order.   These 
terms included the need to flatten the curve of the COVID-19 outbreak and to ensure that medical 
facilities and health care providers were not overwhelmed.  The curve has been flattened – Intensive 
Care Unit (ICU) beds are available, ventilators are abundant, personal protective supplies are obtainable, 
and Health Care Providers are available for care of patients.  In addition, the Juniata County residents 
have been adhering to your instructions for social distancing and completing other mitigation efforts.   
 
A serious problem that Juniata County has not encountered previously is the hardship posed for   
Emergency Medical Technicians and Services.  These services are primarily operated by volunteers who 
depend on transporting patients to obtain funding, as well as, community fundraisers.   
Both have been drastically reduced.  These organizations report that they have transported fewer 
patients at this time in 2020 than in the past five years at this time.  Community fundraisers have 
become non-existent.  Some are reporting that they are on the brink of being unable to function due to 
lack of service and funding. 
 
Other problems occurring come from one-owner small retail businesses being shut-down eliminating 
the sole income for a family unit; while larger national chain stores continue operating at full level.  
Local professionals including realtors, lawyers and salon operators (who must always abide by strict 
requirements for patron safety) have been prevented from providing services on a one-to-one basis.   
 
County Commissioners have not unilaterally countered your Emergency Mandate.  However, the Juniata 
County Commissioners have steadfastly upheld your Stay -at-Home policy with information to their 
Community on a regular basis.  The County does not want to jeopardize any state funding, licensure, or 
insurance issues for our citizens; but we believe that now is the time to evaluate each County 
individually for determining movement to returning to normal operations.  The safety and security of 
our community remains our primary objective.  I and the Commissioners have taken an oath to uphold  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
the Constitution of the United States and the Pennsylvania Commonwealth.  I am requesting, on behalf 
of the Juniata County Commissioners and Citizens, to move into the next phase to normalcy. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Representative Johnathan Hershey,  
Pennsylvania 82nd Legislative District 
 
Senator Jake Corman, 
Pennsylvania 34th Senatorial District 
 
Juniata County Commissioners 
Alice J. Gray, Chairperson 
Todd A. Graybill, Vice Chairman 
Mark R. Partner, Secretary 
 
 


